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Press release: Not for Sale Sunday held on 20 May 2007

As part of the events to mark the CHASTE ‘Not for Sale Sunday’ initiative, a jazz and poetry concert was held in the lee of St Paul’s along with hundreds of other events up and down the country, where churches considered the impact of the sex trade and trafficking for sexual exploitation on their neighbourhood and the lives of the 4,000 estimated women who suffer at the hands of traffickers in the United Kingdom every year.
Helen J Hicks and Bardic poet Sara de Nordwall informed and entertained Londoners and tourists alike with original music and poetry including the specially commissioned not for sale song .  Helen performed a number of songs including ‘Freedom is coming’ and a song ‘Love’s not for Sale’ whose sales from CHASTE’s website and iTunes are being donated to CHASTE. Meanwhile ‘Lipstick is a Spiritual Experience and Scratch card sex from Sarah were well received.
More than 400 churches across the country marked the day by dedicating the service, saying a prayer, or singing a song from the new liturgies made available on the Not for Sale website, marking the first year of what will now be an annual event.
‘The response to this Sunday has been phenomenal’ said Dr Carrie Pemberton, the Chief Executive Officer of CHASTE. ‘We have had a lot of media interest around this event, but what is really significant is the number of churches which in however small a way have started to take notice of the abuse which is present wherever a woman is prostituted, whether this is through trafficked or pimped routes. This is what Jesus commended all his disciples to do, to remember the vulnerable and exploited in the trading of sex. Not for Sale Sunday has established  itself as an important new fixture in the churches’ liturgical calendar and we look forward to seeing the churches up and down the country making a significant difference to the culture of denial which we are currently involved. The denial that we have no responsibility to bear in the development of trafficking for sexual exploitation in this country – whereas it is clear that the demand culture, our acceptance of pay-as you go sex and men’s entitlement to paid leisure sex is a key driver in this form of trafficking exploitation.’
CHASTE estimates that between four and ten thousand women have been trafficked into the UK from every continent with men from every ethnicity purchasing their enslaved services.  Those trafficked for sexual exploitation are tricked into their journeys with promises of a job or educational opportunity, only to discover when they arrive, that their passports are taken from them and they are put to work as prostitutes. Raped, intimidated, and psychologically manipulated escape is not an option.
CHASTE works with a growing number of denominational partners to provide safe houses in the UK and currently provides one third of safe housing in the UK for those trafficked. CHASTE has also launched a demand round table following the success of its work in safe housing provision to address the issue of demand for pay-as-you-go sex in the United Kingdom. The CHASTE Not for Sale liturgical booklet available from the CHASTE website is the first of a number of publications to resource the churches in their response to this new area of social justice and pastoral concern.   
Notes to the Editors

The next Not for Sale Sunday www.notforsalesunday.org  will be held on 18 May 2008
Not for Sale Sunday is a special initiative of Churches Alert to Sex Trafficking across Europe. CHASTE is working in collaboration with other key partners to develop the response of members of all denominations to widespread sexual exploitation in our midst. 
CHASTE is a member of the Set all Free campaign www.setallfree.net and a foundation partner of stop the traffik.
CHASTE is the leading ecumenical charity in the UK engaging the issues of sex trafficking in the churches and liaising with government, the UKHTC, all denominations and other NGOs in the UK and across Europe. 
Through the CHASTE Safe Housing Network 18 safe house beds are currently provided for through the Salvation Army and the Medaille Trust.   
The CHASTE Round Table on Demand is now looking at new ways to confront the purchasing of pay as you go sex as part of the practical engagement on addressing contemporary sexual exploitation. 
To arrange an interview with Helen J Hicks contact alex@loudmouthmusic.com
Patrons of CHASTE include Commissioner Elizabeth Matear of the Salvation Army UK territory and the Archbishop of Canterbury.
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For more information please contact Dr Carrie Pemberton, CEO at contact@chaste.org.uk or call our offices on 0845 456 9335
CHASTE is a Registered Charity No. 1106353. Company Limited by Guarantee No. 4862586
LOVE'S NOT FOR SALE – 

A Modern Slave's Tale 

You heard a voice cry out 

Look the other way, 

I'm not a face you see, 

You don't see my chains 

I want to be secure 

I want my own front door 

Came for security 

But now they're killing me 

Pink glow suffused the hall 

Another stranger calls 

I'm not the name they see 

I'm not a human being 

Here in these modern chains 

Caged by a wrong desire 

I'm just a piece of fuel 

Stoking their raging fire 

I need some love 

Creature of the night 

I wasn't mean to be 

Used, confused, abused, by those that surround me 

I never had a voice 

I never had a choice 

Stuck in the chains we made 

I'm a modern slave 

I want to know I'm heard 

You need to tell my tale 

They need to know right now 

That I am not for sale 

I wanna feel secure 

I want my own front door 

Stuck in these chains they've made 

I'm a modern slave. 

When morning comes it's bright 

I've been out all the night 

I can almost believe this isn't real. 

I want my freedom, 

I want my life, love to be free, 

I'm here in chains, modern day slave 

My loves not for sale. 

www.helenjhicks.com/
Scratch Card   

by Sarah de Nordwall

You treat sex like a scratch card.

Do you think you’ll get lucky one day

And if enough cherries appear in a row

You’ll know that this time you’re OK?

You don’t pay much for your scratch cards.

You think that that’s all that they cost.

But I’ve seen you walk the white plaza in sunshine

And that is a vision you’ve lost.

You treat sex like scratch cards.

They don’t even give you a thrill

The more you lose, the more you buy

I don’t want to think of the bill.

And now you buy organic milk

And then have sex with strangers.

Do you think in the world of milk

You overestimate the dangers?

Yes, the hormone/farming issue …

I’m wholly convinced it’s real

But in the economy of grace

Is there nothing you can feel?

So now you’ve been out again and f****’d

And you feel you’re falling freely

Into self-destruct.

And you don’t think of suicide

Because you’re not that type

And Russian Roulette of the sexual kind

Is just a load of hype.

So here’s to the world of plastic balls

Of lottery prizes and draws.

But I place my bet on the day that we met

And the vision was mine and yours.
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